
 

 

             Week Four, Term One, Tuesday, February 16th, 2016. Edition One Hundred and Sixty-three 
 

Parent Information Night Tonight 6 pm 
A reminder that our Information Night for parents is on tonight, at 6pm in the Benson Library.  
The evening falls into two parts, the first a discussion of general school matters, including 
planning for the 2016 academic year, our co-curricular programs, and our after-school sports 
programs, then in the second half-hour, each teacher will meet with you, in her room, to 
outline specific class priorities, equipment needs, homework expectations.  Teachers will be 
certainly ready to answer your general questions about the class, but please note that 
parent/teacher interviews are scheduled for later this term.   Times for the evening are kept 
rigid, so that child-care arrangements for you, and for our staff, are kept clear – the evening 
will finish promptly at 7 pm. 

New P and C Executive Elected 
Congratulations to our new leadership team for our P and C.  My personal thanks to those 
finishing their term with P and C Executive, who have put in countless hours of their own 
time and expertise to make P and C such a successful organisation. Our departing President 
Chris Baker has been involved with every facet of our school over a period of many years. 
With others on Executive, Chris has worked tirelessly for our students.  Of course, he hasn’t 
been alone, and my thanks, on behalf of our children, to all those who have helped make our 
school all the better, cooking at countless sausage sizzles, planning breakfasts for Mothers’ 
Day and Fathers’ Day, setting out the seating plan for our Bicentennial Dinner, organising our 
Colonial Fairs, etc etc.   Our new senior Executive: - President Emma Boylan; Vice-presidents 
Ado Thompson and Rennie Ferguson; Secretary Reena Bilin; Treasurer Jodie McGuire.  Thank 
you to many others who have taken on important P and C roles for 2016.  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hilltop News 

Oliver Tries His Hand 
In our school foyer we have an old 
school desk set up, complete with a 
pen and ink-well, just as our students 
might have had one hundred years 
ago.  Oliver C tried working on his 
own distinctive signature, with some 
very good results.  Come in and try it 
with the kids!   
 



Swimming Carnival Wednesday 
Don’t forget to dress up in your house colours tomorrow for our Mayfield Olympic Pool visit.       
Parents are very welcome too, and we all need to dress for hot, sunny weather, with a broad 
hat and lots of sun-screen.  This will be the first outing for our new house captains, who have 
been wearing their badges with great pride this last week.  Children from the primary years, 
and some 8 year-old students, are attending the carnival. 

   

After-school Sports - Getting Things Going  
Junior Soccer starts this week, for Grades Two and Three, on Thursday after school. 
Sailing and cricket are starting next week, sailing on Monday, and cricket on Wednesday.  Our 
sailing quota is full, with 20 students signed up.  Thank you to parents who have offered to 
assist with transport to the Cruising Yacht Club on Mondays – I’ll be in touch this week.  
 

Updating Our Records 
During this term we are updating all our student records, as we prepare to change over to a 
new computer system, LMBR.  It is important that we receive from you, the following 
documents: - 

• Any health care plan for your child, issued by your doctor 
• Any Court Orders from Family Court, or any other legal documents affecting access to 

your child, so that the school has the latest  document 
 

Badly Bound Books? 
Some copies of our school history, To Climb The Hill, had some minor binding problems, and 
as a sign of good faith, the printers are happy to replace these with new blemish-free copies, 
if you produce the faulty book.  Should your copy have this problem, please return it to the 
School Office on Friday this week for an exchange. 
 

Buying Bicentenary Photos 
Many pictures from our weekend of celebrations are available on our Facebook site, 
https://www.facebook.com/NewcastleEastBicentenary/ and the same site has the links 
needed to order pictures taken by Newcastle School 
portraits, complete with the log-in code needed.   
At school, staff members, led by talented Miss Hicks, 
are working on securing a permanent archive space 
on the Cloud, where we can keep all documents, 
pictures, TV and radio records, in one secure space, 
accessible into the future.  Knowing how heavily we 
drew on the book published for the school’s 150th 
anniversary, we have a sense that we are also writing 
the history of the school, with our everyday 
activities, and that all these records need to be stored permanently.   

https://www.facebook.com/NewcastleEastBicentenary/


Canteen News! 
  

 As some may be aware, there have been canteen changes afoot. 
  

 Here is what you need to know. 
  

1) There is a brand new menu with some of the old favourites and some new items, all in line 
with the healthy schools guidelines. You can access this in the newsletter, the skoolbag 
app, and on our very own new Facebook page. There will also be some hard copies at the 
office. The NEPS canteen Facebook page will keep you up to date with specials, trials of 
new items and show photos of what's on offer to help your kids order. 

 

2) For those who are new to our school: please write your name, class and what you would 
like to order on a paper bag. Place your money in the bag and put the bag in the slot in the 
canteen door when you arrive at school in the morning. Your order will be brought to your 
classroom by designated lunch helpers. If you have change, it will be in the bag also. Hot 
food (including corn cobs which are a snack item), sandwiches/wraps and boxes must be 
ordered in the morning. Sushi (for Friday lunch) must be ordered on Thursday by 1200. The 
canteen is open on Monday and Friday only at this stage. 

  

3) Volunteering in the canteen is a great way to get to know our fantastic school community, 
is enjoyable, and is hugely appreciated! The best bit is that your kids/grandkids etc. will get 
a total kick out of it! There is no pressure to come often and you will be supported by an 
experienced person until you feel comfortable. For those who have volunteered in the 
past, things have been kept as easy as ever and Cherry and Donna are only a phone call 
away if there are any problems. If you can help please message Cherry on 0409 927 006 or 
leave a message at the office.  

  
Thank you for supporting our canteen. This is run entirely by volunteers and is a source of 
fundraising for our school.  

 



 



Term One Planner 

 Week Mon Tues  Wed   Thurs Fri Sat Sun  
 1.  26 

Australia Day 
 27   28 

Kindergarte
n Best Start 
testing 

29 
Kindergarte
n Best Start 
testing 

30 31  

 2. Feb 1 
First day for K 
K photos 

2 
Dance 
practic
e 

 3 
Full 
Assembly 

  4 5 
Sculpture 
Launch/ 
Bush Dance 

6 
Book 
Launch / 
Dinner 

7 
Cathedra
l Service 
/ Open 
School 

 

 3. 8 9  10 
 
 
 
Stage 
Assembly 

  11 12 
LMBR 
training JA 

13 14  

 4. 15 16 
Debating 
Workshop 

 17 
Swimmin
g Carnival 

  18 19 20 21  

    Parent Info    
Night 

         

 5. 22 23 
School photos 

 24 
Zone 
Swimmin
g Stage 
Assembly 

  25 26 27 28  

 6. 29 1  2 
Full 
Assembly 

  3 
Hansel and 
Gretel 

4 5 6  

 7. 7 
Return of 
the Bully 

8  9 
 
Stage 
Assembly 

  10 11 12 13  

 8. 14 15 
LMBR 
training JA 

 16 
Full 
Assembly 

  17 18 19 20  

 9. 21 
Harmony Day 

22 
LMBR 
training LA 

 23 
Stage 
Assembly 

  24 25 
Good Friday 

26 27  

 10. 28 
Easter 
Monda
 

29 
Parent/teach
er interviews 

 30 
LMBR 
training 

  31 1 
LMBR 
training John 

2 3  

     Full 
Assembly 

       

 11. 4 
Parent/teach
er interviews 

5  6 
 
Stage 

  7 
LMBR 
training LA 

8 
LMBR 
training LA 

   

     Assembly        

 
 
 

 
 



 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cooks Hill Preschool currently has limited spots available for a 
child who will turn at least 4 before the 31st July, 2016.The 
available positions are in our Senior Group (which attends on 
Wednesday/Thursday & Fridays during the school term). 
For further information please phone Tash on 49264464 or email  
cookshillpreschool@live.com.au 

mailto:cookshillpreschool@live.com.au


 


