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 STEM...What is it to 
us?  

AT NEPS, we are all 
STEM teachers.  

We all teach critical and creative thinking. We all 
model and value analysis, evaluation and re-
design. We all value innovation. We all value 
endeavour. We all see greatest engagement 
when learning for the student is in context, is 
current, is authentic, is teacher-scaffolded but 
student driven, is appropriately challenging, is 
solutions focused, frequently is problem-based 
and has real world relevance.  
STEM is not just an acronym for the four castles 
of ‘Science, Info Tech, Engineering and 
Mathematics’... It is a mind and skill set that every 
discipline within school enhances. Computational 
skills take a student’s passion for our disciplines 
and allows them entrepreneurial control.  
They do not just become specialist boffins who 
hand over control and their intellectual property to 
others to develop and profit. They drive their own 
success. We all see our purpose as setting our 
students on a successful and meaningful path for 
their futures. 
STEM-focus is specifically targeting all students 
to consider the merits of pursuing higher level 
school courses, possible tertiary studies and 
careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics. These fields are exhibiting the 
greatest job growth and their potential for 
innovation and industry will drive the Australian 
economy of the future. 
Mick McCann 
michael.mccann@det.nsw.edu.au 

 
 

Trivia Night – 2018 major fundraiser 
Saturday, 3rd November  

Adamstown United Sports Club 
Last year event was a great success but we 
believe that this one will be even better.  
Tickets will be on sale from Monday 3rd of 
September. Cost will be $25 and this will include 
a ticket into the lucky door prize of a case of wine 
and winery experience from Tulloch Winery. 
Tickets can be purchased via this link - $25 each 
of a table of 8 for $200. Get your team organised.  

https://www.trybooking.com/XURD 
One last call out is needed from our community. 
For the night, we would like to have hamper 
available as prizes. We already have some great 
prizes but wanted to build these baskets out with 
some tasty foods or treats (chocolates, biscuits, 
sweets etc.) If you are able to donate items like 
these, we would be very grateful. These 
donations can be made at the office. 
  

Hilltop News 
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Mobile Phones at School 
We understand that many families will want their 
child to have a mobile phone when walking to 
school or catching the bus home in the afternoon 
for safety reasons. All student mobile phones are 
to be kept in bag and switched off until they leave 
school. If you have to contact you child, please 
ring the school office.  
Great work Mrs Thompson 

Last Sunday, Mrs 
Thompson 

completed her first 
marathon, running 
on the Blackmores 
Running Festival in 
Sydney. She was 
able to complete the 
42.2km course in 4 
hours 47 minutes. I 

think she was very happy to finish. HUGE effort! 

 
Perkins St Stairs 
The City of Newcastle has temporarily closed the 
stairs at the Perkins Street and Church street 
intersection due to public safety concerns. 
We will be conducting engineering investigations 

in the coming weeks and are unable to confirm 
when the stairs may reopen. 
Should there be any questions or issues with the 
site please call the City of Newcastle on 4974 
2000 or email mail@ncc.nsw.gov.au 
2018 NAPLAN Results 
There has been much talk about NAPLAN 2018 
in the media of late, particularly around the 
validity of this year’s results because some 
schools used the ‘on-line’ version of the tests. At 
NEPS we used the ‘traditional pen and paper’ 
testing method and will continue this in 2019. As 
2018 is the first year of the transition to on-line 
NAPLAN assessments, extra care is being taken 
by ACARA to ensure all data is adequately 
reviewed. Schools will be notified by NESA once 
the school and student summary reports are 
available. The student reports for Years 3 and 5 
will be sent home this week. Once the reports are 
received, we will begin our analysis of the results 
and the Learning Support Team will look at the 
type of support required for identified students. 
Why are NAPLAN tests useful? 

• Schools use results to identify strengths 
and weaknesses in teaching programs and 
to set goals in literacy and numeracy 

• School systems use results to review 
programs and support these programs at 
school 

• Students and parents may use individual 
results to discuss progress with teachers 

• Results verify information that the teachers 
already know about an individual or group.  

Building Information Booths 
The next round of building information booths will 
be running on these date. The booths will be 
located at the front of the school. If you haven’t 
already seen the wonderful plans, please pop in 
to see what is planned. 
27 Sep 2018, 8:30am to 9:30am 
5 Nov 2018, 8:30am to 9:30am 
3 Dec 2018, 8:30am to 9:30am 

mailto:mail@ncc.nsw.gov.au


School Attendance  
It’s NOT ok to stay away The thought of an 
argument with children to get them to school is 
too great to bear for some parents. Too many 
students miss school through parent-condoned 
absences. Every day a student is away they are 
missing a learning experience. If a child misses 
school for around 1 day a week, by the end of the 
year they will have missed almost 1 whole term of 
school. Over their primary school years they 
would miss almost 3 years of school. What is a 
Justified Absence from school?  
• For an unavoidable medical or dental 
appointment (best made for after school or in 
school holidays)  
• To attend a recognised religious holiday  
• To attend an exceptional or urgent family 
circumstance (e.g. a funeral)  
• While sick or with an infectious disease  
If you require support to get your child to attend 
school or if you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact school. We can all work 
together to make a difference to your child’s 
future.  
Enrolment Intentions – Yellow Note 
All students would have received a yellow 2019 
enrolment intention note this week. This form is 
critical to help the school accurately develop 
classes for 2019. If possible, these notes need to 
be returned to class teacher by the end of this 
week and no later than 19th of October. After this 
date, there may be difficulties in accommodating 
any requests. 
NEPS Building Fund – Appeal for Funds 
As our school community commences its third 
century the historical importance Newcastle East 
PS (NEPS) and indeed our heritage listed school 
site and building continues to grow. We are 
asking for your financial support to improve and 
enhance the learning environment and school 
facilities for all our children. 
With this in mind, NEPS has a dedicated Building 
Fund with accepts tax deductible gifts from 

parents, businesses and community members.  
As is dictated by the constitution of the fund, all 
donations are used directly for building 
restoration, upgrades and maintenance.  Heritage 
buildings are expensive to maintain, and with no 
routine allocation of public funds, it falls upon the 
school itself to meet the costs of regular upkeep 
and maintaining our beautiful Gothic building.  
Your donation will go directly towards the 
construction, maintenance and improvement of 
buildings and fixtures at NEPS on areas identified 
by the teacher.  Our initial project will be looking 
at developing a dependable school wide WiFi 
system to increase additional ICT skills / replacing 
old interactive white boards with new interactive 
panels. 
A gift to the Building Fund provides our 
community members with a real and tangible way 
to contribute to the legacy of our historic school. 
Your generous donation can be made anytime 
online via online POP payment on the school’s 
website  
http://www.newcastlee-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/  
or by cash, cheque or EFT at the school office. 
An official tax receipt will be issued and all 
donations over $2 are tax deductible. 
Lost Property 
At this time of year, we have a huge amount of 
lost property at school. This is a friendly reminder 
to parents that the best way to ensure your 
children’s property is returned to them is to label 
everything! Whilst we encourage students to 
safely put away and collect their personal 
property, if an item is misplaced and cannot be 
immediately returned to your child, it will be 
placed in the lost property baskets outside the 
front office. After several weeks any unclaimed 
items will be donated to the clothing pool or 
disposed of. Your cooperation is greatly 
appreciated. 
As the end of term approaches, so does the 
disposal of any uncollected lost property that can’t 
be used in the clothing pool. Please 
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Spelling Bee 
Last Wednesday, 
Sam, Callum, 
Gabe and Zedlin 
competed in the 
regional Spelling 
Bee Final at 
Jesmond Public 
School. Sam and 
Callum were 
successful in 
reaching rounds 7 
and 8 of the  
junior competition respectively. Sam was knocked 
out by the tricky ‘y’ in ‘dysfunctional’, while Callum 
made it through to the final six competitors, but 
was ambushed by the silent ‘h’ in ‘shepherd.’ The 
eventual winner was decided in round 9. Zedlin 
and Gabe were eliminated a little earlier in the 
senior competition, but were still excellent 
ambassadors for our school. Great effort boys!  
Thought for the Week 

Supercar EOI 
Notes have gone out to students for an EOI for 
the upcoming Supercar event. The date for the 
Student on Track program is Friday 23rd of 
November. Attached to the EOI, was a copy of 
the independent noise study information, which 
was presented to the P&C during term 3. All 
notes are to be returned to the office / Mr McCann 
no later than Thursday 27th of September.  
Liz Anelli book launch 
Thank you to all 
the families who 
came along to 
the launch of 
“Maddie’s first 
day” on 
Saturday. 
Thank you also 
to those who 
donated baked 
goods to be 
sold at the 
event. It was a very special privilege for our 
school to host this event and it was a great 
success.  
For those of you who were not able to come 
along you can purchase the book from Maclean’s 
Booksellers in Hamilton. It is a beautiful book with 
illustrations based on our classrooms, playground 
and students. This book would be a lovely 
keepsake for your child to remind them of their 
time here at NEPS. 



Netball Gala Day 
Last Tuesday, our junior and senior netball teams 
travelled to National Park to compete in a PSSA 
gala day. In the face of some very tough 
competition, our players showed determination, 
persistence and excellent sportsmanship. Most 
importantly, we had fun. Well done netballers! 

 
 
 
 
 

Canteen  
CANTEEN ROSTER Term 3 2018 

Monday Friday 
17 September 
Tash Ireland 

21 September 
First half – Amy King 
2/3 volunteers needed 

24 September 
1 Volunteer needed 

28 September 
Kelly Wyman 
Tracey Hutchins 

 
Term Three Planner – This will be updated regularly here and on our school website. 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week 9 
17/9 

 

18/9 
St2 Sydney 
Excursion 

19/9 
St2 Sydney 
Excursion 

20/9 
 
 

21/9 
 
 

Week 10 

24/9 
 
 
 

25/9 
 

St3 Canberra 
Excursion 

26/9 
St3 Canberra 

Excursion 
St1 Wetland 
Excursion 

27/9 
 

St3 Canberra 
Excursion 

28/9 
 

St3 Canberra 
Excursion 

 



 



 



  



 



  



 

  



 

 



 

 



 
 

 
  



 


