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School Community 

Charter 
In December 2018, the 
NSW Department of 

Education introduced a School Community 
Charter (PDF 1.4 MB) for all members of NSW 
Public School communities. It has been 
developed in consultation with a wide range of 
stakeholders to reinforce the importance of 
collaborative and respectful learning 
environments.  
Schools work best when all members of a school 
community work in partnership and where 
everyone is treated fairly. It is important that our 
relationships are built on honesty, mutual respect 
and on timely, polite communication.  
The Charter provides a clear focus on 
communication, highlighting: 
 • School staff will take the time to speak to 
parents and carers when they can give their full 
attention; 
• Schools will ensure written communication is 
appropriate, fair and easy to read; 
• Parents’ appropriate use of email and social 
media to connect with their school.  
The Charter also provides a clear statement of 
the types of behaviours that should not be part of 
school communities to ensure respectful and 
collaborative communication. I know that 
members of our school community agree that we 
all have the right to feel respected and be treated 
fairly, whether as parents/caregivers, teachers or 
students. 
Student Welfare and Behaviour  
Just a reminder if you have any concerns around 

students and issues that may have arisen can 
you speak to your class teacher first and then if 
needed, the stage supervisor. This could include 
any concerns of wellbeing, behaviour or bullying. 
The stage supervisor will most of the time be 
aware and speak to you about what may have 
happened. If the behaviour is severe and 
warrants further action I will work with the 
supervisor and parents for the best outcome. If 
you have a concern in regards to a teacher 
please speak to myself so we can discuss this. 
We will continue to review our Wellbeing Plan to 
ensure we are working with all stakeholders for 
the interests of all students. 

Mick McCann 

michael.mccann@det.nsw.edu.au 
Meet the Teacher Night 
We will be holding our ‘meet the teacher night’ on 
Wednesday 13th of February.  
Kinder – 5.30-6.00 in KM,  
1T - 5.30-6.00 in 1T,  
1/2P - 5.30-6.00 in 1/2P,  
2V - 5.30-6.00 in 2V,  
3/4RK - 6.00-6.30 in 3/4RK,  
3/4R - 6.00-6.30 in 3/4R,  
4/5T - 6.00-6.30 in 4/5T and  
5/6P & 5/6D together 6.00-6.30. 
Major Capital Work Update 
The sewer realignment has been completed. The 
footings are starting to take shape and we are 
expecting a major concrete pour late next week. 
There may be some minor traffic delays with 
street closures to enable the truck to access the 
site.   
 

Hilltop News 
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Thought of the Day 

 
Zone Trials 
This year, we have decided that we would 
endeavour to provide more opportunities for our 
students to trial for zone representative sporting 
teams. The dates are outlined in the parents’ 
planner. The trials are for students already 
playing this sport at high level – A’s or Newcastle 
Reps and usually years 5 & 6. They are not 
come a try days.  
The next round of trials are for Basketball (Girls 
& Boys) and Hockey (Girls & Boys) 
Please see Mr McCann or Mrs Kirkman for 
details. 
Major Capital Work Update 
The sewer realignment has been completed. The 
footings are starting to take shape and we are 
expecting a major concrete pour late week. There 
may be some minor traffic delays with street 
closures to enable the truck to access the site.   
Digital Citizenship 
Last week, students in Years 1 to 6, completed 
lessons about Digital Citizenship and 
Cyberbullying with Miss Hicks. 
More information and resources for parents can 
be found on the following sites: 
https://bit.ly/2GnxaHw 
https://bit.ly/2g9RVbA 
 

Office Housekeeping 
Lisa and I would like to welcome both returning 
and new families for Term 1 2019.This year we 
also welcome Kellie De Vitis to the front office 
staff for term 1.  
Our front office hours are: 0815 – 1500 Monday 
to Friday.  
We strongly encourage parents to take advantage 
of the Parent Online Payment (POP) facility 
available through the school website  
https://newcastlee-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/  
The POP system allows for secure transactions 
that can be made at a time that is convenient to 
you and are directly processed via the 
Departments finance team.  
Outside of office hours we can be contacted via 
email  
newcastlee-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au   
Change of student and family details can be 
submitted via the Skoolbag app as can absence 
notifications. 
Please note that a statement of account for your 
family will be mailed home this week and will 
include the following charges: 
General Contributions are voluntary 
contributions which greatly assist in maintaining 
and increasing the quality of education for your 
child.  Contributions are used for the purchase of 
library books, student recognition programs, 
sports equipment and teaching resources.  The 
contribution is capped by departmental guidelines 
and in 2019 is set at $49. In addition to ongoing 
school initiatives in 2019 contributions will help 
fund Astroturf and a safe practical outdoor play 
area on the bottom playground. 
Textbook Levy is requested to cover the cost of 
stage appropriate texts. Due to the ongoing 
increases in the costs of textbooks and an 
increased access to digital technologies we have 
made a decision to limit the purchase of hard 
copy textbooks in 2019. To reflect this we have 
set the Textbook Fee at $15 per child Kinder, $30 
per child 1-2 and $35 per child 3-6.  
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It is important to note that students will not be 
discriminated against or disadvantaged in relation 
to non-payment of fees. We do however ask that 
if families are experiencing financial difficulties 
that they approach the school for support. Please 
speak to Principal Mick McCann or me if you 
require financial assistance. All financial 
assistance will remain confidential.  
Claire Tynan 
Notes home and on website 
Term 1 Skating 
Term 1 Surfing 
Term 1 Beach / KEP 
WIRES fundraising 
By Alice White from 1/2P 
Last year Stage One went on an excursion to the 
Wetlands. There we looked at different animals 
that you find in the wetlands. One of them was 
the freckled duck and when we were there we 
found out that they were endangered.  
A group of us from Mrs Hadfield’s 1/2 class, 
Isabel, Monica, Alexander, Amaya, Gabby, Mali, 
Sebastian and me wanted to help the freckled 
ducks, but when we started to talk about 
fundraising for them they weren’t endangered any 
more.  
We then decided to speak to Mrs Hadfield about 
fundraising for other animals and found WIRES 
(NSW Wildlife Information, Rescue and Education 
Service Inc.). It is Australia's largest wildlife 
rescue organisation.  
To raise money we made artworks and asked our 
Mums and Dads to cook brownies, cakes, 
cupcakes and jelly cups to sell. We raised $140 
for WIRES to help every Australian animal.  
Thank you to everyone who helped and bought 
something from our stall.  
Healthy School Canteen 
Our canteen has been recognised as a Great 
Choice – Healthy School Canteen by the 
Department of Primer and Cabinet. Thanks to 

Tracey and all others who work to have this great 
facility available to our community.  

 
P&C and School Council AGM 
The P&C will hold its AGM on Tuesday 12th 
February at 5.30pm in the Staff Room.   
All Welcome 
Nominations for executive and other roles are 
now open. Please contact Emma (P&C) on 
pcneps@gmail.com or Lisa (School Council) on 
nepsschoolcouncil@gmail.com  
 We are also looking for a volunteer from each 
class to be the Class Representative to liaise 
between the P&C (and the School Council) and 
each class. This will not require attendance at all 
meetings. 
If you are interested in the class rep role or any 
other role please email pcneps@gmail.com or 
just come to the meeting on 12th.  
Choir 
Choir starts this Friday in Mr Ringis’ Classroom 
Senior Choir starts at 8am 
Junior Choir starts at 1.05pm  
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Canteen  
NEPS canteen runs on a Monday and a Friday for 
our school. With the menu options designed to be 
healthy and fun for our kids. 
Canteen is a fun way to be involved at school for 
your kids and we offer the option on Fridays of 
doing a half the time as well! All new volunteers 
are trained by an experienced volunteer and it’s a 
great way for your kids to see you involved with 
school. 
A big thank you to all of those people who have 
volunteered to help with canteen! 

If you can volunteer or have any questions please 
contact Kelly Wyman on 0421 299611 or use you 
can sign up at the following sign up link  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044cabac2
3a1fc1-canteen1 
 

Playing Rugby Union 
Registrations to play Rugby Union with 
Merewether Carlton Junior Rugby Club are now 
open for players from 7 to 17 years.   
More detail can be found on our club 
website https://www.merewethercarltonjuniorrugb
yclub.com.au/  
Or Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/MerewetherCarlt
onJuniorRugbyClub/ 
A Registration day will be held at Gibbs Brothers 
Park, Rowan Crescent, Merewether on Sunday 
10th February 4:30 – 6:00 PM. 
If you have any questions please contact our Club 
Registrar, Darrell Sherry Mob: 0427 047 110  or  
e-mail: darrell.sherry1@bigpond.com or Matt 
Jackson President 0402 085 683 
 

CANTEEN ROSTER Term 1 2018 
Monday Friday 

11 Feb 
Michelle Lott 

15 Feb 
Elizabeth Saunders-Walker 
Steph Clews   

18 Feb 
Jodie McGuire 

22 Feb 
Chris Gooch 
Felicia Hartford-Leach 

25 Feb 
Cassandra Connell 

1 March 
Kylie Scarfe 
Karen Mongey First half 8.45-11.15am  
Amelie Girard Second half 11.15-2pm 

4 March 
Kylie Scarfe 

8 March 
Volunteers needed please  

11 March 
Kylie Scarfe 
 

15 March 
Amy King  
Kate Skehan First half 8.45-11.15am  
Kate Drew Second half 11.15-2pm  

18 March 
Volunteer needed please 

22 March 
Volunteers needed please 

25 March 
Volunteer needed please 

29 March 
Volunteers needed please 

1 April 
Volunteer needed please 

5 April 
Volunteers needed please  

8 April  
Volunteer needed please 

12 April 
Volunteers needed please 
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2019 - Term One Parent Planner                           
This will be updated on a regular basis 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
Week One 
28.01.17 

 
Australia Day 

Holiday 
Staff 

Development 
Day 

Best Start - 
Kinder 

Best Start - 
Kinder 

Best Start - 
Kinder  

Week Two 
04.02.19 

 
Kinder 1st Day Kinder Photo     

Week Three 
11.02.19 

 
 

 

P&C Meeting 
– 5.30 
School 
Council 

Meeting – 
7.00 

 
New Families 
/ Kinder BBQ 

– 5.30pm  
PSSA Zone 
Tennis Trials  

Week Four 
18.02.19 

 
 

Zone 
Swimming 
Carnival – 

Lambton Pool 
    

Week Five 
25.02.19 

 
   

Zone 
Basketball 

Trials 
Zone AFL 

Trials 
Newy Park 

Run 

Week Six 
4.03.19 

 

Bully No more 
performance – 

K-2 
 

The Cyber 
Bully 

performance – 
3-6 

  Zone Netball 
Trials 

Zone Hockey 
Trials  

Week Seven 
11.03.19   

Zone U11 / 
Open rugby 

League Trials 
Zone Soccer 

Trials   

Week Eight 
18.03.19  

P&C Meeting 
– 5.30 
School 
Council 

Meeting – 
7.00 

 Zone Touch 
Trial 

Harmony Day 
Assembly – 

1.45 
 

Week Nine 
25.03.19 

 
      

Week Ten 
01.04.19 

 
     Newy Park 

Run 

Week Eleven 
08.04.19     

Easter Hat 
Parade – 1.45 

Last Day of 
Term 

 

 



 



 
 



 
 



 



 


